English 2027 Poetry: Poetic Foundations of Hip-hop

Instructor: 
Susan Weinstein

Time/Place: 
TBA

Email: 

sweinst@lsu.edu

Office: 

Allen 43A

Office Hours: 
TBA

Overview:

This course will examine major movements in African American poetry, as well as various U.S. poetries of social protest, in order to develop an understanding of the poetic traditions from which the music of hip-hop developed its particular lyrical preoccupations. We will specifically focus on the Harlem Renaissance and the Black Arts Movement, and to a lesser extent the Beats, and we will discuss the roles that physical and vocal performance played for some of the artists in these movements. We will also examine the lyrics of artists considered to be examplars of the form within hip-hop, for example Melle Mel, Rakim, and Nas, with an eye to mapping their styles and subject matter onto these earlier poetry movements.

Required Texts:

The Oxford Anthology of African American Poetry
Coursework:

Class participation (20%). This includes full participation in all class meetings.
Final Exam (50%). A short-answer test.
Analysis paper (30%). A 3-5 page comparative analysis of 2 poets from different periods/movements studied.
Students will write frequently in a variety of assignments (graded and un-graded), with guidance

the process of revision, for a total of 4000 to 7000 words. Writing assignments may include the following:

• Journal notebooks,

• Collaborative reports,

• Summary exercises,

and

• Formal essays.
Reading May Include a Selection of the Following:

Day 1: A brief history of hip hop (selection from Jeff Chang’s Can’t Stop, Won’t Stop to be read in class). 
Day 2: Introduction to the Harlem Renaissance. 

Day 3: The Harlem Renaissance – the poet’s role in constructing a literary Black identity.

Day 4: The Beats, poetic protest, and the white, male gaze on Black culture.
Day 5: Introduction to the Black Arts Movement.
Day 6: Black Arts Movement – relationships among performance, music, and poetic texts.

Day 7: Popular music and poetry – folk, Blues, soul.

Day 8: Student presentations (from analysis papers).

Day 9: Hip-hop meets poetry – Grandmaster Flash’s “The Message”
